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DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 
DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUES, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

"The philosopher asked them whether these were perhaps ages of ignorance and indifference, to which the people replied, 'We don't know and we don't care'".

Well, our beloved Union is not for the ignorant or the indifferent.
Today, we have reached the end of our Legislature at this 26th International Congress of the Latin Notariat, which we are experiencing with such human warmth here in Morocco, reflecting our African colleagues' capacity for hard work and hospitality, an honour which they paid us at the Madrid meeting in 2007.
For three years we have represented the notaries of five continents and we can assure you that this has been a huge responsibility, particularly when we analyse the qualities of our profession or, even more so, of our service to the community.
We have been one link more in the system representing notaries worldwide, the fabric of an international community which we view as an organic model to be imitated by other professional associations in terms of its international dimension.
We found – and we believe we are leaving behind – an International Union as a united, progressive community, confident in its own strengths and its convictions.
We have certainly had to address a large number of internal and external challenges as part of our work, which has been as complex as it has been sensitive, in our endeavour to further pursue the great achievements of our predecessors in the exercise of the responsibility given to us for the management of the Union. 
As we have said on other occasions, we have had to move in a difficult scenario, but we have advanced with clear ideas and goals: to foster justice and fairness, to show concern for the fundamental rights of individuals and to seek a fairer distribution of wealth and opportunities.
We therefore view the Notariat as an institution that exists to guarantee the legality of juridical acts, and the Latin-type Notariat as the most appropriate way of accompanying natural evolutionary social and economic processes, conscious of the values and the benefits which this system brings for the peace and progress of peoples.
The changing times through which we are living require us to respond with flexible, modern and proactive criteria, in order to be able to guarantee the security and the effectiveness of legal and economic transactions with a globalised perspective. 
Let us therefore think about the value of notarial ethics, those principles that govern our work and have to do with our professional training, relations between colleagues and between professional associations, personal expertise and the means of gaining access to the profession, client privilege, and the criteria of impartiality, independence, diligence and accountability, to name but a few.
We must therefore conclude that we have to be an instrument to do the will of the Notariat as a whole, without borders. This has been the understanding which has driven us on at all times.
We believed, and still believe, that individual and non-connected efforts serve no useful purpose and can ultimately be ineffective.
What is important is joint effort, teamwork, unity, while of course respecting different ways of thinking and feeling.
We have always considered contact and dialogue with other political, financial, economic and cultural bodies and institutions to be a functional requirement. This is why, based on precedents for so doing, we envisaged an active Union that is open to dialogue, reaching outwards while being consolidated within, with a sense of service and imbued by a crucial need to be true to the responsibilities we have imposed on ourselves.
After three years we can now say that the spirit of co-operation of our colleagues and the functional effectiveness of the various organs of the Union have not let us down.
Our challenge was then focused on complying with and pursuing the objectives of the Union, respecting and enforcing our code of ethical conduct and spreading the principles of the Latin Notariat everywhere. 
We adopted a motto and we believe we have kept faith with it: work and yet more work.
It is on this basis that we have to judge the results of this Legislature, based on the collaboration of all, and accepting constructive criticism, working with shared enthusiasm and the generosity of our predecessors and their ability to advise us. 
We take full personal responsibility for the fact that we could not or were unable to bring many of the dreams and projects we had at the beginning of our Legislature to fruition, leaving them to the future management, but many others have become a reality, for which we feel justly proud.
We have tried to meet up consistently with what is expected of us as notaries, that is to say, to play a major social function for the benefit of what are mostly ordinary members of society, at all times being what we are intended to be, as members of this International Union which has convened here today at this important General Meeting.
The notary's professional success is the triumph of Man over disvalues of all kinds.
This thought has accompanied us throughout our Legislature and we have committed ourselves to remaining true to the moral mandate this entails: being better in order to serve better.
With the eminent core of notaries from all over the world who sit on the Union's management bodies, we have tried to construct a joint effort, with equal responsibilities, in which their will, insights and professional training have been pooled, based on a proposal which was always designed to overcome obstacles, sowing seed in every decision in order to be able to harvest the fruits tomorrow in the continuity of the Notariat in the world.
It has been rightly said that notaries are invested with public authority to give legitimacy to all the acts which take place in their presence, and that their function is non-litigious, and it is for this very reason that we are called "Justices of the Peace", because we do not sit as judges in an inter partes dispute, for our jurisdiction is always voluntary, designed to settle differences, and essentially to bring peace and rapprochement.
Sometimes our task is compared with the work of priests, by the way we exercise gentle persuasion that typifies our profession, as a means of achieving reconciliation and agreement.
Perhaps the notary's task is, by its very nature, the most difficult of all the members of the legal profession, and our responsibility is even greater, because it is measured in terms of the public trust of which we are the depositories.
In the notary's work, more than in anywhere else in the legal profession, we put into practice that Roman Law concept of justice of "giving to each his own", for we are tasked with defending those seeking our services against illegality, both by providing prior advice or through the legal formula that we bring into being.
All these minimal and basic reflections point to the fact that the broader and the more all-embracing the duties incumbent on notaries are, the better they can serve legal security and certainty, ensuring that in the performance of their functions, the better the notaries are able to provide their service to creating legal certainty, social peace and development and the well-being of nations.
In the quest to remain true to what we are and what we should be, our commitment has therefore always been to contribute towards finding a response which clarifies the universal issues facing the Notariat, which knows no borders, while demanding with the same intensity in every latitude the need for a global task which is both harmonious and binding, in the diversity which characterises us but does not divide us.
My dear colleagues, as in every organised community, upon leaving office it is ethically incumbent on us to render account of our stewardship, even if this only takes the form of a short, and what will certainly be incomplete and unfair, summary of what has been done, which is what I am called upon to do at this moment.
Of course all the documentation kept by the Secretariat of our Union, and all the documents, resolutions and decisions are naturally freely available and at the disposal of all the member Notariats, without any restriction.
Both our Statutes and our Bye-laws give us the opportunity to define or redefine our working methods, which can be constantly updated to make them ever more functional.
This may be the right moment to take stock, and make a value judgement on the new rules which we have had to apply.
The first thing we have to recognise is that not all the results have matched up to our expectations, and we have not made full use of all the opportunities offered by the new powers vested in management, which made the role of the Steering Committee and, to a lesser degree, the General Meeting, quite clear but left the traditional front-line role played by the General Council rather blurred.
This simple statement means that we must necessarily address, yet again, the revision of the way our institution operates in order to continue being even more useful and effective in future.
Adjusting our Statutes and the Bye-Laws of the Union to meet the demands of real-life circumstances and the requirements of a changing and demanding environment requires constant attention, for example, to the issue of the languages to be used in our International Union, election procedures, adjusting contributions and subscriptions, and avoiding overlapping and duplication of efforts, tasks and meetings, among other matters.
Then there is the question of the reintroduction of the category of individual membership, or setting up new working groups and committees that have been discussed and analysed already.
With regard to the application of article 18.5 of the Statutes referring to the automatic loss of the title of Councillor after three consecutive absences it was decided to apply the article strictly, with the result that several Councillors who had failed to attend the meetings of the General Council in Bucharest, Quebec and London have automatically lapsed from office.
However, with the agreement of their own Notariats, the Meeting can make them Honorary Councillors.
Another matter we examined in this connection was the interpretation and application of the transitional provisions of the Statutes on which both the Advisory Commission and the Steering Committee were engaged and offered their advice.
The management of international relations involved such events as the visit to the European Parliament in Strasbourg, meetings on Council of Notariats of the European Union, and the encouraging results that emerged from the Prague National Conference and the 2nd Euro-Mediterranean Colloquium at Antalya in Turkey.
One no less important aspect of the responsibility for managing the Union was the increased presence of the Union in international organisations.
We analysed the request for cooperation received from the International Alliance on Tenure and Administration (IALTA), and authorised contacts to conclude an agreement and begin jointly cooperating.
In Paris the Steering Committee agreed to begin this kind of cooperation and at Punta Cana it supported the conclusion of a cooperation agreement (which we have just signed).
The establishment of new working groups was the response we made to the need to meet the demands of the times and to address the concrete problems which have emerged in the widest range of latitudes.
Thus, for example, the World Bank Working Group undertook responsibility for political and scientific action in relation to the World Bank, covering such issues as land tenure and mortgage loans.
The Union was also granted an interview with the Vice President of the World Bank to illustrate to him the role played by the Notariat in respect of such issues as legal security and property tenure and ownership.
The African Notariat made a number of major overtures towards the World Bank to discuss minutes, public deeds and private instruments, and their respective advantages.
At our meetings, particularly at Punta Cana, we debated the need to avoid focusing solely on the World Bank and to take a wider approach, and in the next Legislature we should be able to envisage setting up a commission which in principle will be called the "Development and Reform Cooperation Commission", tasked with providing expert advice regarding these financial organisations in order to appraise the grant of loans which accompanying reforms or activities of relevance to the modernisation of land and property registries.
The fundamental principles of the Notariat were also the focus of another area of work, seeking to spell out the International Union's for political, legislative and judicial authorities on the diversity of the world's legal systems, clarifying the distinctive features specific to the documentary Latin-type legal system.
The aim was to uphold and standardise a clear and simple language which would be useful in meetings with the authorities and with Notariats wishing to join.
With the collaboration of the member notariats documentation has been collected on tariffs, real estate advertising, "numerus regulatus" and the difference between authentication, certification and legalisation, in the form of arguments, considering that they refer to the main matters addressed by the notarial profession and form part of the questions most commonly posed by the authorities. One important output from this group was the summary document drafted for the last meeting in Paris.
The Strategy Group has been structured looking ahead to the future of the profession and the types of work to be undertaken in the short and medium term from the perspective of the International Notariat.
We were therefore surprised by the project to introduce a "lawyer's agreement" with the sole purpose of fostering that profession, which would bring no benefits to consumers and would be damaging to the system of Latin law, because of the confusion to which it might give rise  between a public deed and a private document. This consideration led us to oppose the institution of this type of contract, which has no basis in our Romano-Germanic legal system.
In view of the low level of participation by the Notariats in Louisiana and Central America, where the dispute between lawyers and notaries have reached extremely worrying levels, at San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, we resolved to task the Strategy Committee with drafting a rapprochement plan for the Central American notariats, and another rapprochement for the National Association of Civil Law Notaries.
Reports drafted in Bariloche and confirmed at Punta Cana acquainted us with the great problems facing the Central American notariats, when there is a campaign to belittle the notarial profession.
With regard to the problems of the Central American notariats, which is also financial in character, we have very carefully examined the request to write off unpaid subscriptions as one way of enabling the Union to support them.
This has been complemented by other actions, such as running training courses and seminars on our professional work and on notarial ethics.
The idea is to have a system of material protection and assistance by the more solid notariats for those in difficulties.
The Steering Committee also deemed it appropriate to mandate Not. Mario Miccoli, the President of the CAE and the representative of the International Union of Latin Notaries to the International Union of Magistrates, to jointly mount a programme with the latter body for laying down activities to strengthen the rule of law in countries in a state of conflict.
A report from Brazil, one of founder notaries of our Union, also warned us of the possibility that a person, even without any legal education or training, could become a notary after 10 years of working in a notary’s office. This initiative, which is unfortunately being driven by the Brazilian Notariat itself, to be able to cater for remote parts of the country, has been perversely introduced for a different purpose in highly populated cities like São Paulo, Porto Alegre and Rio de Janeiro.
This attack on the Latin-type notarial system has also been found in other latitudes, where support is being given to merging the legal and notarial versions. Fortunately, the demonstration of the local and international development and strength of the Notariat has succeeded, for the moment, in getting this project shelved.
We were delighted to be present at the last Meeting of the European Affairs Commission in St Petersburg at which the Russian Notariat presented a draft Notarial Bill which is compliant with the fundamental principles of our International Union.
This is a demonstration of the need to follow up the countries admitted to membership, providing them with assistance which does not end with their entry, but continues subsequently, providing them with the support that they will always need.
Other working groups focused in particular on the press and the media, which was a priority concern to us from our initial proposal, as a crucial means of bringing closer together communities, peoples and cultures in which our profession is still in doubt.
The tasks, purposes, objectives and initiatives have to be disseminated and people must be told about what we are doing, what we have said and where we still have our doubts.
The information we generate within the union must be rapidly and unambiguously circulated.
Posting all our documents on the meetings of the Union on the Internet has been one of the major steps forward we have made in this direction.
Here, we have appealed repeatedly to notariats and individual notaries to become involved in disseminating the vast amount of information which the Union produces.
As the only international organisation, we need to communicate and disseminate, to ensure that people know what we are, what we do and what is our purpose, because we cannot ignore the fact that grassroots notaries are asking what we do and what we are working on, and, in the ultimate analysis, what is the point of our Union.
One important step forward has been the presentation of the Union's web page, which is being increasingly fleshed out, and the creation of our blog, as an exclusive means of enabling all the Councillors and members of the Continental and Intercontinental commissions, as well as individual members to communicate with one another, as an appropriate means of expressing opinions, voicing criticisms and offering suggestions on specific issues.
With regard to the contract with Notarius International, we have tried to see how far it would be of interest to continue publishing the journal, and no decision has yet been taken. At all events we have to see whether it could be transformed into a more flexible publication that could also be sent by email or posted on the Internet on the Union's web page.

On the question of the dissemination of activities and extending our doctrinal research and the international world of notaries, a special tribute must be paid to the Permanent Notarial Office for International Exchanges, our ONPI.
With regard to access to the profession we have drafted a questionnaire for the member notariats and made contact with American and European notarial academies for support and encouragement for continuing training and education.
The proposal regarding self-assessment and self-scrutiny and monitoring to establish a universal notion of the criteria for self-assessment and scrutiny of the oversight systems of the member notariats, in order to improve the profession and its institutions, has now been implemented using questionnaires submitted to the member notariats dealing with questions of supervision and discipline.
This initiative, which came from our Polish representative on the Steering Committee, seeks to optimise the notary’s work and consequently bolster the favourable view of notaries held by society, governments and the international organisations.
At Punta Cana, the Steering Committee congratulated Notary Rzadkowski for his work on the criteria of the member notariats’ supervisory systems, and decided to send them to all the notariats and the Councillors.
There was also a report on whether the oversight system being implemented by notaries themselves is the most effective means of creating the external image of the Notariat, being no more than a visit to notary by another notary, an expert in this profession, offering the possibility of a real verification of the subject of the oversight.
Visits could last for two or three days, and be performed every two years at least, covering every aspect of our professional work. Analysing the documents relating to the visit should create a compendium of information to be used for notarial self-management.
Meetings of the visiting notaries would provide an opportunity to exchange experiences and to standardise the criteria, for it would be advisable for such meetings to be held regularly at the level of local notarial districts and at the level of the national notarial organisation.
Money laundering, combating the financing of terrorism and tax evasion, considering all the
considering the importance of these issues, was the sole concern of one working group of experts on the subject, representing every continent, who set out to compile all the current legislation on the subjects and establish the level of notarial liability. This group was also asked to attend the Consultative Forum of the Financial Action Task Force, FATF-GAFI, to be able to provide advice in full knowledge of the work and responsibilities which might be vested in the International Union.
The work was geared to reconciling the obligation to identify and report any suspicious transactions as objectively as possible, while preserving client privilege.
Another question altogether, in the area of concepts, but directly relating to the position of the Latin-type Notariat in its sphere of activity, were the studies commissioned on key criteria relating to the notarial world consistently with the profiles of the profession, such as the notions of liberalisation, regulation, certainty/security and trust.
These issues gave rise to some very interesting debates involving the role of the notary in regulating the economy, the significance of the notarial authentic deed in limiting litigation, and the project for the mutual recognition of authentic notarial deeds.
Insistence was placed on the proposal for notarial laws to be enacted setting out standard basic principles, by publishing a vademecum, that is to say, a list of points to be required of all new notariats for membership of the Union, all forming part of a standard discourse with the outside world and within our own organisation.
We warmly urged the members of the Steering Committee to do everything possible to ensure that the message sent out reached their notariats to be debated at their general meetings, while also trying to ensure that at the Forum at this Moroccan Congress we also spread the message regarding this issue, trying to speak in much more concrete terms by using specific definitions that can be translated into all the various languages and be appropriately disseminated.
The intention is to ensure that each Notariat can use these arguments with their clients and with the authorities, in order to highlight the way the Notariat, thanks to its organisation and to the public notarial deed, can be a powerful argument when it comes to regulation, thereby helping to foster the well-being of all the citizens we serve.
The specialists said that we should raise an issue in relation to the three fundamental pillars of the Notariat – certainty/security, trust and public authority, namely, that these values that are so typical of our work transcend national borders and serve a globalised, borderless, economy.
In Paris we expressed our concern about the extraordinary diversity in the procedures used by the member notariats of our International Union.
It is difficult to find a common language to explain to the authorities who we are and what we do and what is the purpose we serve, as we said then.
In these matters, justice is a fundamental value of in the legal world, but security, transparency and certainty are as, or even more, important still, because all ultimately amalgamate to create social peace.
We are aware of the existence of institutional political pressure, and the weight of public opinion, to curtail notarial intervention in socio-economic life, and this is a question that we have seriously and hotly debated.
Our concern is the lack of recognition by politicians in many countries of the status of notaries as public officials, and their ignorance of the essential distinctive features of our profession.
The President, speaking in London, voiced his concern about this crisis and we sketched out two possible approaches to react to it: one optimistic, in the sense that an increasingly more deregulated market requires a reappraisal of the notarial profession, run according to legal rules and guaranteeing security, and one negative reaction, considering the danger that governments and the public might view the Notariat as privilege profession against which they should be struggling.
However, progress in this regard has been made in protecting the word "notary", to rally people to the defence of the name itself together with the expression "Notariat" and of our institutional logo-emblem.
Our Steering Committee, together with input from the Vice President for Europe, among others, Notary Rafael Gomez Ferrer, have noted that in principle only the European Union and French-speaking Africa have institutions for the registration of the name and the logo of the Union in all the member states belonging to the corresponding organisation; for all the other registers, this has to be done on a country by country basis. Furthermore, it was decided that a separate register be kept in each of the Union’s three most commonly-used languages, Spanish, French and English.
The necessary powers have already been conferred to provide this protection, at least in Argentina, which is where our Union is official officially registered.
In these matters, justice is a fundamental value of in the legal world, but security, transparency and certainty are as, or even more, important still, because all ultimately amalgamate to create social peace.
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It is a matter of deep regret that we were prevented from attending the Punta Cana meeting for reasons beyond our control, with which you are all familiar, to take part in the enriching debates on the criteria for expanding our International Union.
We feel that this is the appropriate moment to express to the man who deputised for us, as acting President, our highly esteemed Brazilian colleague, Jose Flavio Bueno Fisher, not only our thanks for having accomplished his task, but also our most sincere congratulations on the commitment deployed there.
Those debates tried to consolidate the quality factor, to make it possible to put forward the international Notariat with a homogeneous profile and at the same time a guaranteed level of excellence, including the means we have at our disposal to counter corruption and money-laundering, thereby helping to preserve the confidence of the general public, our clients and governments.
This was and still remains a necessary and appropriate topic of debate when we are confronted by criticisms of the Notariat. This should form the basis of later discussions on the criteria for expanding the Union.
Unfortunately, the differences in quality standards are weakening us, and we must therefore work tirelessly in this regard to guarantee the same level of quality on every continent, with a minimum of functions and a great vocation to give credibility to our profession.
The notary’s work was quite rightly reaffirmed in that debate: to listen, interpret the will of the parties, advise, prepare, draught, certify, authorise, conserve and reproduce an act, guaranteeing such inherent qualities as discretion, excellence, effectiveness, modernity and legality.
As I have already said, the discussion tried to offer a compass to stave off the danger of losing our bearings.
It was therefore a wise decision to point out that the commonly shared features of the modern Notariat are continuing education, professional ethics, disciplinary rules and constructive relations with the authorities.


It is of maximum importance to reach out to the grassroots notaries, to their conscientiousness and commitment, explaining to them the need to comply strictly with professional ethics, particularly among the young thing young aspirants to the profession. 
Coinciding with the measures already adopted in the Union, it has become clear that we need disciplinary and auditing bodies to visit the notarial offices, correct their mistakes and issue penalties in the event of malpractice.
The social role of the Notariat was also taken into account in these debates and emphasis was placed on the assistance that the Notariat has to offer by guaranteeing title to property, by assisting governments wishing to pursue real estate title reforms and access to the status of fully-fledged citizens, as holders of an inalienable right.
We may justly say that the purpose of the Union's Strategy Committee is not to paint either a pessimistic or an optimistic picture of the situation but to odder a realistic image in order to make it possible to find concrete solutions.
Once these approaches have been clarified we shall necessarily have to focus on quality, breaking out of isolation, creating networks, and carefully attending to efficiency and correctness.
This makes our ethical code, in every respect, a cornerstone, and complying with it is something that must be honoured from the grassroots up to be International Union's planning work.
Ethics goes hand-in-hand with service quality.
This will lead governments to contemplate the need for an organised Notariat in their societies.  Realisation of this obliges us to send out a very powerful message.
The notarial profession has an added value, and this must be known and appreciated. 
The international Notariat must strive to maintain higher standards which demands serious work within the Union to design adequate strategies. Issuing guidelines is one of the responsibilities of the Union, but putting them into practice must be the work of each and every notary, at the local, national and international levels.
As we have quite rightly said, notaries must be aware of the high quality and value-added that the public expects of their services, which makes it essential for us to combat any liberalisation whose effect is a flare-up in litigation.
After these debates, full of enthusiasm and professional and institutional fervour, the General Council tasked the Strategy Committee to draft a letter to be sent to governments and all notaries, on the subject of the notary’s social responsibilities and accountability, the topical relevance of the notarial profession today, and its added value for the benefit of social peace and justice.
At the same time we resolved to request the Professional Ethics Commission and the World Bank working group, or whichever one would be deemed the most appropriate, to decide on what kind of actions should be undertaken in regard to the decision-makers and those who exercise influence, to demonstrate to them the added value offered by the notarial profession.
To sum up, the General Council asked the Strategy Committee to produce a number of suggestions for proposals relating to the matters that gave rise to such enthusiastic and well-attended debates.
The debate on the criteria for expanding the International Union was also very lively and productive.
The delegates expressed their interest in convening the notariats and notaries that most closely endorsed the fundamental principles of our Union, whose documents are of the highest quality and are consistent with those principles, in order to shore up the status of the authentic deed which is so seriously threatened today by other peripheral acts that are trying to supplant it.
The suggestion, in principle, is to make a choice between two very important priorities: an expansion strategy centred on political considerations, or an expansion strategy consolidating the legal aspects, merging them into the general principles of the Union.
We would do well to remember that it in recent years numerous new notariats have joined the Union, as was mentioned in the debates, knowing all the facts, and accepting a series of recommendations of things to be done and options open to be taken, with close accompaniment, generally by notariats nearest to them culturally, geographically or linguistically, in order to enable them to reach, and rapidly supersede, the minimum levels for compliance with our founding principles.
At certain moments in the debate, led by the Councillors, there was a robust defence of the essence of our profession, which is the authentic deed.
The experience of the International Notarial Cooperation Commission was an important practical indication for proposing the membership of a new Notariat: firstly, we must ensure that the notarial law is consistent with the principles of the Union, and then make comments and observations regarding the changes that have to be brought about before membership can be accepted.
These comments were strongly endorsed and candidate undertook introduce the necessary changes by a given deadline.
This, rather than optional recommendations, acts as a filter to prevent the possibility of politically-based arbitrary conduct.
The General Council meeting in Punta Cana finally reached an agreement on the criteria for the geographic expansion of the Union based on the fact that it is impossible to have a standard ‘fit-for-all’ format, but that every case should be analysed on its merits, seeking solutions to properly balance the legal against the political, and through the filters already mentioned apply both common sense and pragmatism.
It was decided to set up the World Notariat Network of correspondents designated by each Notariat. 
Its task is to help establish contacts between the Notariats of the member countries, to seek notaries familiar with a particular language, provide generally useful information for notarial work, providing information on documents necessary for executing a notarial deed, and sending texts of statutes and other legal provisions.
This new dynamic structure will make full use of available technologies, adjusting itself to the existing judicial networks, and enabling all the member countries of the Union to play a front-line role worldwide on a level playing field.
However, we also ruled out the possibility of allowing the Network to provide legal advice, and that at all events any information provided, whatever its character, would not entail any liability on the part of the member notariats or of the International Union or the individuals or entities depending on them.
We recommended all the member Notariats to recall the importance of appointing correspondents because of the importance and projection of the project, and at the same time we made progress with concluding a contract with the German Rockenstein company which has already written a similar software programme for the European Notarial Network. (This has now been done).
The finances of the Union were also a matter of concern to us, and we have said so on various occasions in the past.
From our very first messages we told you that it was no longer possible to implement policies unless we had the necessary resources and that it was essential for us to ensure that everyone paid their subscriptions as agreed; but we also said that it was crucial to think in terms of new sources of finance, to try new agreed programmes of work, to commit ourselves with greater effort to contributing to the harmonious and balanced development of the whole notarial community on the basis of solidarity. This was basically the focus of our economic and financial concerns.
As in other Legislatures, the need to finance the International Union demanded constant attention and concern and we lost no opportunity to encourage the various commissions, particularly the continental commissions, to find new sources for financing the costs of our activities.
The fact is that we have had to resume contact with defaulting notariats with the primary aim of seeing whether they wish to continue to participate, and if so, to reach an agreement over their arrears.
The question of financing the Union's activities was emphasised in London, and it is a matter of priority importance to us, because without resources it is impossible to carry through our projects and initiatives.
At the Paris meeting, with the agreement of the Steering Committee, we decided to write to the defaulting notariats  which do not play a part in the activities of the Union, sharing our concerns with them and emphasising the fact that it is of the greatest importance for them to play an active part, offering them alternative solutions to settle the financial issue and ultimately urging them to give us a sign that they clearly intend to be active members in the many activities of our Union.
We have also been concerned with establishing closer relations with other legal professions through their international associations. This has been the case with judges, advocates, court secretaries, and surveyors, among others, at all times based on a strategy to address attacks by the economists. In this regard we must pay tribute to our Honorary President, the distinguished Italian Notary and our Honorary President, Giancarlo Laurini.
In all we have done we have tried to identify the Latin-type Notariat, drawing a distinction between notaries and lawyers, because we consider it important to strengthen the solidity of the notariats in the International Union so that we can more forcefully demonstrate the usefulness of the notarial function to the outside world, bearing in mind the economic and the legal benefits that this will bring to all our member countries.
We also conducted consultations for improving cooperation between the trade registers in order to guarantee greater access to corporate information and to strengthen the legal security of cross-border transactions, particularly within the European Union.
The institutional consolidation of the ‘ecumenical’ Notariat induced us set, as one of the priority objectives of our Legislature, the need to establish a hierarchy of the associations of our Asian colleagues, by setting up an Asian Affairs Commission, the last one remaining in the process of creating regional groupings which has been evidenced in the context of the major continental areas.
We are therefore thinking of organising a meeting between the Notariats of the Asian countries in order to lay the foundations and the conditions for establishing an Asian continental commission, for we are convinced of the need to hasten the process of incorporating all the countries in the region into our Union where they are not members already.
In Paris we requested a mandate to continue work on establishing the continental commission covering this region so that it could be formalised at this Marrakesh Meeting (which has happily been done).
In Bariloche we encouraged progress in establishing a Notarial Forum of Asian Countries and in promoting the notarial profession in Asia.
The aim was to convene a meeting of the Asian member Notariats – China, Indonesia, Japan – and the non-member Notariats – Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Mongolia, Thailand and South Korea – for which the Union would make a financial contribution where necessary.
At Punta Cana, the Advisory Commission cleared the establishment of the Asian Affairs Commission, conditional upon the decision being adopted at the Morocco Meeting, pointing out that it was important to consider the geographical boundaries of this new organ of the Union and suggesting the adoption of the criteria for geographic membership as laid down by the United Nations, without affecting any existing situations.
The success of the First Forum of Asian Notariats, in Tokyo, Japan, on 18-20 July, was therefore so decisive. It was attended by the nine Notariats I have just mentioned, marking a real milestone in the history of our Union of which we feel truly proud, thanks to the efforts of all it thereby opened up previously unthought-of prospects for a successful future for our institutions worldwide.
The 60th anniversary of the institution of the International Union of Latin Notaries has also been commemorated, and tributes to the founding pioneers have been paid with a number of special events, of both a scientific, cultural and with institutional political events, all accompanied by the necessary publicity using the mass media.
One way we took part in this commemoration was with the publication of an institutional 60th anniversary newsletter, and the updating of the previous one published under the last Legislature.
Another event was the inauguration of the Presidents' Gallery at our Secretariat in Rome.
As we have already said, this commemoration in the life of the International Union was a celebration of a highly unusual event, because there not many examples in human associations of the continuity and prolongation of the efforts and cherished hopes of others who, at one time or another, had felt called to create something that they intended to remain durable in time.
The International Union of Latin Notaries has passed its 60th anniversary with the honourable privilege of being as unique Institution among those that are capable of bringing together national professional bodies in a supranational confederation.
The plight of both the member Notariats suffering from temporary difficulties in the course of their development, and other associations and notariats that are not yet members of the Union, has been a source of constant concern to us, and the international notarial management has accordingly taken the necessary steps to come to their assistance.
We might mention the problems, interests and needs of our colleagues in Notariats in Louisiana, Nicaragua, Honduras, Cuba, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, Colombia, Albania, Greece, Armenia, Moldavia, Russia, Lithuania, the Australian State of Victoria, Thailand, Belarus, Ukraine, South Korea, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Abu Dhabi, Mongolia, Mauritania, Cambodia, Indonesia, Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Viet Nam, Madagascar, Angola, Mozambique, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Congo-Kinshasa, and other countries which have required our attention, giving them political and scientific assistance and support, such as computer-based e-learning courses, and or with fact-finding visits and programmes for support missions.
In this regard we have adopted a proactive strategy, encouraging new countries to join the Union, using as our starting point the excesses of liberalism, and the failure of globalisation.
In these cases the notary appears like the jurist of regulation and security, but we must recognise that in many circumstances we had to take the defensive, by helping Notariats in difficulty on the basis of other considerations: countries seeking to introduce greater liberalisation into the notarial institution, and countries seeking to bring the profession into the civil service.
In situations of this kind we have worked in two directions: with the public authorities and with the business community, particularly regarding the budget for vocational training and twinning between neighbouring Notariats.
We have also been encouraged by the fact that there is no shortage of applications to join our organisation from countries with many differing cultures and regions of the world, evidencing the values, benefits and attractions of the Latin-type Notariat.
We have also carefully studied of the Common Law document and the situation and features of the Notariat in London, and analysed once again, but perhaps more closely this time, the differences between the Common Law and the Civil Law systems, and the possible repercussions not only in Europe but also in America, Asia and Africa.
At the June 2009 General Council we were given a presentation of the London Notariat and the United Kingdom system in general, in terms of their general features, as a necessary experience acquainting us with their modus operandi.
Another auspicious event, moreover, was the unanimous decision taken by the Steering Committee in favour of admitting the Notariat of Mauritius. In Paris, the Meeting of Member Notariats unanimously recognised the Chamber of Notaries of Mauritius as the official professional body representing the Notariat in the Republic of Mauritius, and admitted it as a member of the International Union of Latin Notaries with all the rights and privileges vested in it as a member, ruling that the official ceremony would be held at the Morocco Congress.
We also considered the importance of admitting Notariats currently in an unstable balance between the civil law and the common law systems, or other systems such as the notaries-cum-lawyers, or notaries-cum-certifiers, thinking of consolidating them from within the Union.
At Bariloche and Punta Cana we heard reports about requests for admission from the Notariats of South Korea, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mauritania and Tunisia which, because of their particular contents, where deemed to be consistent with the principles of the Latin-type Notariat, but conditional in the latter two cases, on the submission of their professional codes of conduct (which has already been done, with the result that they are now new members of our Union, which is a source of celebration and joy).
With regard to the State of Victoria in Australia, it was felt that this did not meet the conditions for admission, even though we recognised the efforts this Notariat had been making to approximate with the general principles of the Union. We are continuing to work on this approximation process.
One source of particular concern has been the Notariat and the people of Haiti, which has been stricken by massive natural disasters, causing great suffering. The Notariats have given proof of their solidarity, particularly through the International Red Cross.
At Punta Cana the representative of the Haitian Notariat expressed his thanks to the Union for the acts of solidarity it had received, and in particular for the envoys from the Higher Council of the French Notariat who had been to Haiti in view of the destruction of the notaries’ office and the serious damage caused, which had made it difficult to identify individuals and properties.
At Punta Cana, the Steering Committee recommended that the Quebec Chamber of Notaries hold a joint meeting with the officials of the British Columbia Notariat with a view to involving the Society of Public Notaries of British Columbia in the work of the union. We have recently made progress in this direction and are quite hopeful.
We have also devoted efforts to human rights because they are an integral part of the notary’s mission. Visits to UNESCO, relations with United Nations, with the agencies based in Geneva with the European Court of Justice in Strasbourg, together with contacts in the Court of Human Rights in Addis Ababa, and specific American bodies, are just a few of our most noteworthy activities, drafting questionnaires on bringing notarial legislation into line with human rights legislation.
We have also addressed the problem of property rights, with a proposal to analyse the text of an international convention making the right to sustainable development one of the rights demanding particular respect among the rights of the person.
The Human Rights Commission held an important debate at the United Nations in Geneva on "Human rights: property ownership, land access and the role of the notary" which was so successful that it led to addressing another issue: "Human rights, the transmission of property and international succession". We wish to express our thanks and gratitude to President Alain Moreau and Councillor Natural and his wife Beatriz.
It is important also to note that Berkeley University, which is planning a new draft of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, has asked our commission to take part on one particular item in the project referring to economic and property rights and the succession.
The Human Rights Commission has expressed its readiness to cooperate with any other commissions and with our colleagues in general to address a whole range of matters.
We have also been interested to note the constant increase not only in notarial education and training but also the excellence of our members, and the heightened quality of notaries through the universities, and we would like to mention the experiences in Africa, to cite one example of a young Notariat, and certainly through our academies and well-established universities, which give prestige to notarial scholarship both in America and in Europe.
The consolidation of the American and European notarial academies is also something we view as highly auspicious.
Notarial ethics, as a sustainable and distinctive value of our profession, had urged us to decidedly support the profession. The Notarial Deontological Commission has run a questionnaire-based survey to establish a multivalent kind of forecasting, and to appraise the training courses which have been proposed to the Union.
In Paris one particular agenda item was the importance of ethics, professional conduct and good governance both within the Union and in the member countries. Then we said that the International Union had laid down the principles of professional conduct at the Mexico Congress which had to be observed by the Latin Notariats, expressing the need for the International Union to draft a code of ethical conduct.
We have always considered compliance with the code of professional ethics as one of the requirements for membership of the Union.
The Steering Committee has emphasised the fact that the plan to establish a Union Code of Ethical Conduct should be entrusted to the Deontological Commission in cooperation with the continental commissions, bearing in mind proposals made by the International Notarial Cooperation Commission.
Distinguished representatives of the notariats gathered here today:
We have been both players and witnesses of yet another stage in the rich history of our Union, linking past, present and future to guarantee a continuity which will always be creative, and always based on our founding principles, because continuity is the condition for celebrating the international notarial organisation as a system of progress, which adds a permanent imperative creativity, capitalising on accumulated past experience, as the light which attracts the steps of humanity and which enkindles the light of human intelligence.
At all times, and in every act we perform, the organs of our Union which we have been called upon to preside over, have borne in mind the need to promote professional excellence on constant ethical basis, typical of the notarial deontology.
We have worked hard to preserve the Latin-type notarial system based on criteria inspired by solidarity and outreach as elements as the foundations on which to extend our values throughout the vast universe of the legal world, by encouraging a participatory attitude in all the member notariats with which we have privileged relations, and others who aspire to becoming members of our International Union.
Dialogue, the vocation to do and to serve, the sense of integration, collaboration as a principle, have created a bond with colleagues, in the search for ways of strengthening ourselves as an international organisation, seeking never to lose sight of the hierarchy of the functions we share, down to the individual notaries, involving them in the corporate consciousness which not only tends to contain them but to integrate them in the broadest imaginable dimension of the Latin-type Notariat.
We have set out, in the final analysis, to identify with that founding criterion in our work which for more than 60 years has proclaimed that the Union “represents the spiritual unity of all the Latin notariats”, and our task has therefore been to commit ourselves to ensuring that these "all" grow increasingly in number.
We should like to say a particular word of thanks for the understanding, support, advice and collaboration that this President has received from the supreme organs of the Union through its distinguished and hard-working representatives.
I am referring in particular to you, the members of the General Meeting of Member Notariats, the Steering Committee, the General Council, and the Supervisory Financial Council.
And a words of special thanks goes to our colleagues who have served as the Regional Vice Presidents. They have complemented us in our work in a friendly and efficient manner. 
The various commissions of our organisation have also worked responsibly, each one in their own area of powers and responsibilities. I am referring here to the continental commissions, such as the African Affairs Commission, the American Affairs Commission, the European Affairs Commission (and the recently established Asian Affairs Commission), as well as the intercontinental commissions, the International Notarial Cooperation Commission, the Advisory Commission, the Themes and Congresses Commission, the Notarial Social Security Commission, the Notarial Deontological Commission, and the Human Rights Commission.
And our thanks also go out to our Working Groups for the work they have been doing, as teams outstanding for their conceptual and operational dependability, who have performed delicate missions in time and in form.
We also express our gratitude to this ancient and prestigious organisation of the Permanent Notarial Office for International Exchanges, our much appreciated ONPI.
We cannot forget the work and constant commitment of our tenacious Treasurer, Bernard Burkhard or the work of our Administrative Secretariat, which is so closely bound up with and involved in all we do, in our Rome offices, under the management of Elena Bevilacqua – thank you Elena, Rita Caffelli, Manuela Tumino and Emanuele Calò – for all the daily work you do so with such efficiency.
We also have to say word of personal thanks for the support of our Secretary in Cordoba, Silvia Pereyra, and particularly to our home Notariat, represented by the Argentine Federal Notarial Council, as the national professional body, and the College of Scriveners of the Province of Cordoba in particular, where we were trained and where we received the broadest possible cooperation and material and spiritual support.
We also send our warm wishes to all the participants to the national and international Notariat congresses that have been held during our Legislature, as forums for debate and exchange par excellence, always intended to optimise the Notariat across the planet.
Our special thanks and appreciation go also to the Moroccan Notariat, by the President of the XXVI International Congress Mr Houcine Sefrioui and its authorities and collaborators, and to the entire African Notariat in general, who made this historical event possible.
We registered with great satisfaction the progresses done by the Kingdom of Morocco under the leadership of His Majesty King Mohamed VI at economical, social, political and human rights level.
In fact the commitment of the sovereign as regards the National Initiative for Human Development is an example of solidarity against precariousness, poverty and marginality.
I should not like to end without expressing my fraternal thanks for his cooperation, identification with our aims and ideals, and total sharing of values at all times in the Secretariat, throughout our Legislature, to our compatriot and friend, Notary Felix Ruiz. Thank you Coco.
To our successor, the distinguished colleague Jean-Paul Decorps, we offer our most sincere good wishes for his success in his new responsibilities with which he is already familiar thanks to his extraordinary managerial talents, reiterating in him our confidence and disinterestedly offering to cooperate with him wherever he considers it most appropriate.
My dear colleagues: nothing could have been done at all without the support, understanding and love of our family.
To my wife, Enriqueta and my children Juliet and Sebastian, I express my thanks for having supported my moods and my absences, and in particular express my gratitude to my beloved Enriqueta for having been constantly by my side with her unconditional love and wise advice, which has enabled me to attain my goal, giving me a sense of self-confidence, goodness, generosity and happiness.

Finally, as my farewell to you, let me take the words of Saul or Tarsus, the Christian apostle, which he wrote in one of his letters to Timothy, the Bishop of Ephesus, speaking in our case of keeping faith as a notarial virtue: "I have fought the good fight, I have run the race, I have kept faith". 
I thank you all.
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"The philosopher asked 
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whether these were 

perhaps 

ages of ignorance and 

indifference, to which the people replied, 'We don't know and we don't care'".

 

 

Well, our beloved Union 

is not for the ignorant or the indifferent.

 

Today, we have reached the end of our Legislature at this 26th International 

Congress of the Latin Notariat, which we are experiencing with such 

human 

warmth here in Morocco, reflecting our African colleagues' ca

pacity for 

hard 

work 

and hospitality, an honour which they paid us at the Madrid meeting in 2007.
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more so

, of our service to the community.

 

We have been one link more in the system representing notaries 

w

orld

wide

, the 

fabric of an international community which we view as an organic model to be 

imitated by oth
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dimension.
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an 

International Union as a 

united, progressive community
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and 
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