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Esteemed Ministers,

High Authorities,

President of the International Union of Notaries,
President of the XXVI Congress, 

Dear colleagues,

Dear friends,

I would like to thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your warm welcome and thank the notariats of the world for the confidence shown in me. 
I solemnly swear before you to do my best to serve the Union and bring its values, colours and flags to the highest level throughout the world. And to do this with good will, loyalty and dignity.
I would like to thank President GALLINO and President LAURINI for their amicable support, the teachings given to me and for the opportunity they are offering me to fulfil this duty that you have entrusted me with, by remaining at my side. 
I would like to thank Alain LAMBERT who has guided me so often, the President of the French Higher Council of Notaries, Jean-Pierre FERRET and his bureau, and Bernard REYNIS, for their unwavering support. 

Bravo to President SEFRIOUI for the perfect organisation of this magnificent congress, and the Moroccan Chamber of Notaries for having accepted to host us.

Please allow me to share a thought for President CHAINE, the last French president of the Union to whom I send warm and respectful greetings through the notaries of the Court of Appeal in Lyon who will act as my messengers. 

I would also like to thank the delegation from the Court of Aix en Provence, my region, headed by President BAYLE encircling my three associates Isabelle, Laurent and Arnaud.

I am not starting this presidency on my own! I ask you all, without exceptions, to join me in order to pursue the building of the notarial world of tomorrow together. As a mutual promise to engage in this joint effort, I propose that you stand up for a moment to give evidence, all together, of our will to advance in order to achieve progress!

In building on the action of President GALLINO, and following Presidents LAURINI and ARIAS, I would like to pursue their undertaking, and make the most of all their contributions to the Union in order to further optimise:

· its efficiency, in its inner activities,

· and its utility, in its outer activities.
I. WITHIN THE UNION LET US OPTIMISE ITS  EFFICIENCY 
This has to be envisaged in three areas: 

- in the organisation of the Union: this concerns the efficiency of its inner dynamism.

- in its international influence: this means the efficiency of its geographical development.
- in notarial solidarity: this concerns efficiency in helping notariats in difficulty.
1) The efficiency of the Union implies first and foremost further dynamising our organisation. 

Let us be proud of belonging to the Union! Of representing a worldwide institution formed by 81 countries which is the first law network. An institution that is the repository of Public Authority and assures legal certainty to two thirds of the world’s population.
 Let us be proud of holding an office within the Union. Of taking part in meetings and setting a new pace, a new horizon for them. By giving the best of ourselves and receiving the best in exchange. We should return home feeling proud of belonging to such a large and fine organisation, that is fruitful, powerful and efficient.

I solemnly undertake before you all to reform the organisation of our working sessions with you, in consultation with everyone. Taking into account the proposals of the Strategy Think Tank headed with ministerial brilliance by President MARSOLAIS.

Giving great solemnity to our debates; preparing themes chosen in advance.
Calling for exchanges, for further clarity. 

By drawing on the rules of parliamentary assemblies, in order to increase efficiency. 

By grouping the meetings of the General Council and the General Meeting of Member Notariats in order to reduce the length and costs of meetings.
2) The efficiency of the Union in its international influence depends on its geographical development conditions.

For the credibility of the Union, its image among major international organisations has to be impeccable. It has to faithfully reflect the values that the notariat embodies throughout the world. 

We cannot afford to make mistakes: the admission of a new member notariat has to be prepared carefully from the legal, political and economic standpoints. 
Although some leeway may sometimes be necessary, the admission of a notariat should help the latter move towards compliance with all the principles of the Union. Its unfailing commitment to apply them, according to a well-defined calendar, has to be the rule. Failure to do so will imply the adoption of other measures: exclusion or, why not, provisional suspension? 

3) The efficiency of the Union in notarial solidarity requires that we better assist notariats in difficulty
The soundness of a chain depends on its weakest links. This means that assistance is vital. 
We should never forget that the suspicious views of major international organisations, such as the World Bank and the U.N., regarding notaries are always based on the shortcomings of some notariats.  

The Union should and can help notariats in difficulty in the most disparate ways. 

Negotiating with political authorities that try to undermine the profession at the institutional level is the concern of our political bodies.  And I am going to engage in this!
Helping a notariat become attuned to professional practice, ethics and deontology is incumbent on Notarial Academies. Their role is key and I congratulate President MICCOLI on having set up the European Notarial Academy, in the image of those that already exist in America. Our American friends have once again been pioneering. 

Lastly, let us consider coupling a young notariat with a more experienced and geographically close notariat. In the image of what has been done with Italy and Albania, or with Romania and Moldova, and which has born fruit.
However, the notariats in question must have the courage and honesty to admit that they are in difficulty, to accept the help offered to them in order to abide once again to the general principles of the Union as soon as possible. Failure to do so will imply the need to adopt measures. 

II. OUTSIDE THE UNION, LET US SHOW OUR UTILITY 
This utility has to be geared towards three areas: 

-   economic, i.e. titling 

-   legal, i.e. the circulation of notarised acts
- political, i.e. co-operation with international organisations.
1) Economic utility which has a great symbolic value: promoting titling 

This is the challenge expressed by Ms. PALACIO during a previous General Meeting: that the notariat give evidence of its ability to serve the public interest, including the poorest. Several notariats have been engaged in this, especially in Africa. Let us thank the African notariats for the good example they are setting us, especially President HARISSOU.
The image of a great organisation is always based on highly symbolic actions. These fulfil three main goals: 
- helping the poorest population come out of poverty, by gaining access to the property of their lodgings.
- Securing property or land occupation to allow the farming of land; avoid that multinationals buy up land and favour investments, and thus economic development and social progress. 

- Contribute to social peace and lasting development, given that land-related issues are the cause of family or ethnic conflicts, factors that can lead to unrest and even wars in several continents.
2) Essential legal utility: to further the circulation of acts: 
This is one of the main challenges which notariats across the world have to face. Of course, this is always an intricate, ever-changing matter, mixing private law and public law, which varies from country to country and according to cultures. 

However, information, products and people have never moved so quickly and repeatedly in the history of mankind. We have never had so many bi-national couples and children. 
Notaries, who are local jurists close to the population, measure the importance of notarised acts that produce the same effects in each country thanks to the international network of notaries.
Countries have succeeded in facilitating the circulation of court judgements, but very little has been done to ease the circulation and recognition of our notarised acts, even though apostles are in progress.
Notaries throughout the world have to mobilise in order to seek solutions that enable and assure, under their responsibility, the circulation of simple, yet useful notarised acts, such as powers of attorney, marriage contracts or wills. 

The notarised act may become the first legal passport under the seal of the Public Authority. Let us lay the foundations for mutual recognition. This instrument is within our reach, it is a matter of willpower for the notariat. 
We have to play a key role given the growing internationalisation of trade. 

3) Greater political utility: Strengthening co-operation between the Union and international organisations:
Our social utility depends on the efficacy of our missions at the local level, but also with international organisations. Today, these are taking on increasing importance owing to globalisation, but also due to the need to seek global solutions to respond to the world economic crisis. 

These relations have to lead to a new stage: simple relational co-operation, we have to move towards actual co-operation among partners, where the Union, on the one hand, and an international organisation on the other, undertakes concrete and pragmatic actions tied to notarial competencies. Titling in Africa, the modernisation of the land system in Asia or reconstruction in Haiti are examples of this. 

The Union has to recognise as an expert in the field of property which is the basis for economic development in every country.
I undertake before you to succeed in forging this new alliance with our counterparts, such as the World Bank, the U.N. and its various agencies (UNESCO, FAO, UNDP), or international organisations based in Geneva.
In conclusion, dear fellow colleagues, allow me to express my gratitude once again. To call for general mobilisation to share our desire to exert the influence of the Union in relation to these two needs of efficiency and utility.
By becoming notaries, we have received one of the most noble missions, which is that of:

· Representing the State, i.e. Public Authority, sovereign power, equity and justice;

· Erecting liberties and translating them into law in order to turn them into the law of the parties;

· Reconciling this freedom with the balance that only legal certainty can assure.

Let us not be overcome by fear. Let us have confidence in ourselves. Confidence in the mission we have received. Confidence in the values we embody. Confidence in the strength of our unity, in the strength of the Union.
Let us believe in the universal value of public faith and authenticity. No, public faith does not come to an end. It revives as a result of the crisis. Tomorrow it will offer citizens of the world the same beneficial effects that it guarantees to nationals in those countries where the notariat exists. 
If we endeavour, tomorrow our authentic acts will become international and will be enforced in the same way as judgements are enforced. 
Let us have the ambition of creating a worldwide notariat, with its prerogatives of public power, assuring the best legal certainty standard in the world and, as a result, the influence of civil law.
In his life KIPLING wrote that there are two categories of men, those who move and the others. I know that you belong to the category of those who move and that you want to forge ahead. 
Let us build the legal world of tomorrow and not be mere passive and consenting bystanders of history as written by others. 
In this beautiful and magnificent adventure, we should never forget to always guide notaries to the top, by showing them only the peak and no route other than effort.

Together we will stand up to these challenges. 
However, I repeat, I cannot do anything without you.
The real chief, as St. EXUPERY wrote, is the one who needs others. 
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